Thinking Day On The Air (TDOTA)

A Resource for Guiders
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Thinking Day On The Air (TDOTA)

Thinking Day On The Air is when young members of The Guide Association celebrate the founders’ birthdays by talking to other youngsters, and radio amateurs throughout the world.

It used to be celebrated on the weekend closest to 22nd February,  but it is now celebrated on the third complete weekend in February. This means that in 2003 it will be celebrated on 15th and 16th February. This leaves the weekend of 22nd and 23rd February free for other Thinking Day activities.

For information about TDOTA, see:

http://www.rsgb.org.uk/tdota
Guides (I’m using this term to mean any member of Girlguiding UK)  may exchange greetings under the supervision of the amateur with other Guides and Scouts.

Organising TDOTA

You will need to find a tame radio amateur (TRA), and a suitable hall, and plan it at least a month beforehand. The application for a “Special Event” call sign must be sent off at least 28 days in advance. Your TRA should apply for this. These call signs which contains three letters, which should have a special meaning for your unit. One such call sign is GB4GHG for Goring Heath Guides. The TRA will need help in setting up the radio station and the antenna (aerial). All participants will need to learn the phonetic alphabet, and be able to spell their own names. The Phonetic Alphabet is given at the end of this.

The best way to find a radio amateur is through a local amateur radio club. Then you may get several, which makes it easier. The way to find out about these clubs is through the Radio Society of Great Britain (RSGB).

Write: Lambda House, Cranborne Road, Potters Bar, Hertfordshire, EN6 3JE. 

Phone: 0870 904 7373 

Fax: 0870 904 7374 

Email: postmaster@rsgb.org.uk
Web: http://www.rsgb.org.uk/

To find out about clubs in your area, go to the first URL for A to 0, and the second for P to Z:


 

http://www.rsgb.org.uk/memb/nat-club.htm



 HYPERLINK http://www.rsgb.org.uk/memb/nat-club.htm

 

http://www.rsgb.org.uk/memb/natclub2.htm



To find out about Special Event call signs and how to obtain them, go to:

http://www.rsgb.org.uk/licensing/specialevent
This page gives information on how to apply for such a call sign, and has the application form to download in pdf format. There is a little bit about JOTA and TDOTA further down the page.

You will need a log book to log all your contacts, and although you don’t have to purchase an official log book, it is a good idea to do so. Then you may follow your activities through the years and see how your contacts and so forth have changed. You may buy a tranmitting log book from the RSGB, and if your amateur is a member you can get the cheaper price:

Spiral-bound transmitting log book which complies with UK licensing requirements for the correct format for logging all your contacts.  £4.99 or £4.24 members price


After a QSO (amateur radio speak for chat) many people want to exchange QSL cards. These are postcard sized cards, with details of the QSO on one side, and some design connected with the station on the other side. These may be drawn by Guides, or produced on a PC.

Thinking Day On The Air (TDOTA)
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Perhaps you want to take part in TDOTA, this always takes place on the third complete weekend in February, So in 2003 it will be celebrated on 15th and 16th February. You will need to find a tame radio amateur (TRA), and a suitable hall, and plan it at least a month beforehand. Your TRA may apply for a “Special Event Call Sign” which contains three letters, which should have a special meaning for your unit. One such call sign is GB4GHG for Goring Heath Guides. The TRA will need help in setting up the radio station and the antenna (aerial). All participants will need to learn the phonetic alphabet, and be able to spell their own names. The Phonetic Alphabet is given at the end of this.

If you can invite some Brownies, all the Brownies may be able to get their Radio Communication badge. If you do want to do this, make sure that your TRA knows that you expect this, and make sure he or she has seen the syllabus beforehand. Be sure to help them to learn the Phonetic Alphabet first.
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As well as organising the radio station, someone must look after the radio amateur who is running the station. The Guides and Brownies who visit will not all be there all day, and can bring their own refreshments. However, the radio amateur is being very good to you, and you need to look after him or her. Make sure he or she has enough to drink, it is thirsty work running a radio station! Does he or she prefer tea, coffee or water? What are you planning to give him or her to eat? Will the food be healthy? It’s not much good if each member of the patrol bring the same thing – especially if it a packet of crisps. Even if you cannot run a station, your patrol can plan how you would look after someone who is helping you to achieve something like this. Would you need to provide hot food? Do you have somewhere safe to cook it? What facilities are available to you?

Why don’t you find out about QSO cards and make some?

Phonetic Alphabet and Morse Code

Letter
Phonetic
Morse

A
Alpha
(  (

B
Bravo
(  (  (  (

C
Charlie
(  (  (  (

D
Delta
(  (  (

E
Echo
(

F
Foxtrot
(  (  (  (

G
Golf
(  (  (

H
Hotel
(  (  (  (

I
India
(  (

J
Juliet
(  (  (  (

K
Kilo
(  (  (

L
Lima
(  (  (  (

M
Mike
(  ( 

N
November
(  (

O
Oscar
(  (  ( 

P
Papa
(  (  (  (

Q
Quebec
(   (  (  (

R
Romeo
(  (  (

S
Sierra
(  (  (

T
Tango
( 

U
Uniform
(  (  (

V
Victor
(  (  (  (

W
Whisky
(  (  (

X
X-ray
(  (  (  (  

Y
Yankee
(  (   (   (  

Z
Zulu
(  (  (  (

Phonetic Alphabet

The Phonetic Alphabet is very useful. If you are speaking to someone over the telephone, and are trying to tell the other person a car registration number or something like that, and you have a bad telephone line; then it is much easier to understand if the letters are given in this alphabet.  Also, it may be useful if you are trying to spell your name to someone whose first language isn’t English. So why don’t you and the rest of your patrol learn this alphabet, and practise spelling out your names using it. Then you can try other words.

Sometimes people read the Phonetic Alphabet as: A is for Alpha, B is for Bravo, and so forth. This then becomes: A for Alpha, B for Bravo …

Then people decided it would be fun to make up what sounded like a Phonetic Alphabet, but wasn’t really. One such alphabet began – and you must read this out loud: A for ‘orses, B for carrots …

Why doesn’t your patrol see if you can think of similar silly phrases for the other letters of the alphabet! Some letters are very easy, others are much more difficult.

The Phonetic Alphabet given above is the international one that is used now. Your grandparents may remember a different one, beginning: Able, Baker, Charlie, Dog …

Morse Code

While the radio is being tuned to a different station, you may hear stations sending in Morse Code, so the code is included with the Phonetic Alphabet.

Note that in Morse code, each "dash" should last for three times as long as a "dot" with a gap of three dots length between letters and seven between words. If you make a mistake, send eight dots to indicate that the last word is to be deleted.

If you want to “talk” in Morse, the dots are pronounced “dit”, although you can hardly hear the “t”, and the dashes “dah”. For the letter “F”, say: di di dah dit.

Did you notice that some mobile telephones have the following to alert the user that he or she has a text message:

(  (  (   (   (   (  (  (
As you know by now this is Morse for SMS, and that is because the official name for texting is “Short Message Service”.

Activities

Here are some games to see if the Guides can remember the Phonetic Alphabet. There are 11 clues, and each blank square should contain one letter of the answer. If the clues are answered correctly, when you read downwards on the turquoise square, the name of someone important in Guiding will be revealed. This has been enlarged later in this resource so that it prints off onto an A4 page. I’ve put the answers in for you.

All the answers are words in the Phonetic Alphabet:

1
The winner

2
An old-fashioned dance

3
A month of the year

4
A province in Canada

5
Part of the name of an African country

6
Somewhere you may stay on holiday

7
A Shakespearean character

8
The first letter of the Greek Alphabet

9
A commonwealth country

10
Jolly Good

11
The river Nile has one

A
Another name for “Dad”

B
A game played with a small white ball and clubs

C
What is taken at a hospital to see inside you

D
Film stars may win an ***** for a fantastic performance

E
A brownie wears a yellow and brown one

F
A strong drink, sounds as if it’s popular in Scotland, but actually in Ireland

G
An African tribe

H
A popular canned soft drink

I
When sound comes back, it’s called an ****

J
Romeo and *******

K
Someone from the northern United States
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Next is a word search, it came from the site:

http://www.superkids.com/aweb/tools/words/search/

Wordsearch

Name:______________

H U L U Z Q Y R D M S E 
E N R E U S K R D I A L 
D O T E T I S O E K L Z 
O V B O A O I T L E P A 
S E I L R A H C T A H S 
C M Y E R T W I A I A S 
A B A L E V X V U D Y L 
R E R I I F L O G N A T 
S R L A S M R O F I N U 
O U D E V R A O L I K C 
J Y A R X O E M O R E M 
A P A P L Z Q O H C E S 
Find the following hidden words: 

alpha, bravo, charlie, delta, echo, foxtrot, golf, hotel, india, juliet, kilo, lima, mike, november, oscar, papa, quebec, romeo, sierra, tango, uniform, victor, whisky, xray, yankee, zulu, 
A Word Game
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All the answers are words in the Phonetic Alphabet, the answers fit in the spaces without the diamonds:

1
The winner

2
An old-fashioned dance

3
The eleventh month of the year

4
A province in Canada

5
Part of the name of an African country

6
Somewhere you may stay on holiday

7
A Shakespearean character

8
The first letter of the Greek Alphabet

9
A commonwealth country

10
Jolly Good

11
The river Nile has one

Another Word Game
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All the answers are words in the Phonetic Alphabet, the answers fit in the spaces without the diamonds:

A
Another name for “Dad”

B
A game played with a small white ball and clubs

C
What is taken at a hospital to see inside you

D
Film stars may win an ***** for a fantastic performance

E
A brownie wears a yellow and brown one

F
A strong drink, sounds as if it’s popular in Scotland, but actually in Ireland

G
An African tribe

H
A popular canned soft drink

I
When sound comes back, it’s called an ****

J
Romeo and *******

K
Someone from the northern United States

A
Alpha

B
Bravo

C
Charlie

D
Delta

E
Echo

F
Foxtrot

G
Golf

H
Hotel

I
India

J
Juliet

K
Kilo

L
Lima

M
Mike

N
November

O
Oscar

P
Papa

Q
Quebec

R
Romeo

S
Sierra

T
Tango

U
Uniform

V
Victor

W
Whiskey

X
X-Ray

Y
Yankee

Z
Zulu
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Name:_____________________________
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A
Alpha

B
Bravo

C
Charlie

D
Delta

E
Echo

F
Foxtrot

G
Golf

H
Hotel

I
India

J
Juliet

K
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L
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M
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N
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Oscar
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Papa

Q
Quebec

R
Romeo

S
Sierra

T
Tango

U
Uniform

V
Victor

W
Whiskey

X
X-Ray

Y
Yankee

Z
Zulu
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Name:_____________________________
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Clause


Description
Date
Signed

1a


Listen to and tune a radio



1b


Write down details of conversations



2a


Spell your name in the phonetic alphabet



2b


Listen to words the tester spells



3


Attend TDOTA



4


Discuss how two way radios are useful



All passed




Clause


Description
Date
Signed

1a


Listen to and tune a radio



1b


Write down details of conversations



2a


Spell your name in the phonetic alphabet



2b


Listen to words the tester spells



3


Attend TDOTA



4


Discuss how two way radios are useful



All passed
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QRA:
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Time
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Contact
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