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 NUT members’ anti-SATs stall Bradford city centre
The stall has leaflets explaining the case against SATs and balloons carrying the Stop the SATs message. We also collect comments from the public to go to MPs and have been delighted by the very positive response. (See page two for a sample)  
The same message - that SATs are bad for children and bad for teachers - comes from NUT members up and down the country and[image: image5.jpg]


 our National Conference at Easter unanimously passed a motion committing the Union to organise for a boycott of the primary SATs tests in 2010. The National Association of Head Teachers (NAHT) also opposes SATs and is expected to pass an identical motion at their Conference in May.

The NUT will ensure that whatever replaces the tests will not increase workload. 
We will oppose any proposal to replace the current system with one in which children are tested “when ready” as this will not reduce the pressure on teachers.

SATs are Bad for Children …
The negative effects of SATs on children are not something invented by the NUT or NAHT. Extensive research by bodies including the Primary Review, co-ordinated by Cambridge University School of Education, and the Assessment Reform Group come to this conclusion. The Union is calling on the Government to act on the findings of this research, a call also made by the Select Committee on Schools.
…and Bad for Teachers

SATs, and the apparatus around them, increase stress and workload.  They are used to monitor teachers, to feed the league tables and to label those schools which do not achieve floor targets as “Failing”. They force teachers to teach in ways that they know are bad for children.
Why not join in the leafleting and balloon sessions next  Saturday, May 9th, from 11am till 1pm?  If you can make it, even for some of this time, we’ll be outside Zavvis at the bottom of Darley St. 

There was much agreement at the National Conference in Cardiff at Easter that gave the Executive a clear steer, not only on SATs, but also Academies, Trusts, Teacher Mental Health, OfSTED, Eradicating Poverty, Workload,Pay and Class Size as well as PRU’s and the Impact of the Economic Crisis.

Bradford delegates (Vernon Addison, Stephen Pickles, James Dean and Ian Murch) spoke on motions to do with pay, workload changes in nursery and teachers rights at work. 

Fringe meetings are an important part of Conference. Miriam Murch, who is a member of the national working group on Teachers’ Mental Health, addressed the meeting on this issue, sharing the platform with ex-president John Illingworth. John Howarth was on the platform at the Early Years meeting looking at how to organize to ensure that an extension of nursery entitlement from 12½ to 15 hours per week isn’t a 20% increase in contact time for nursery teachers.

Under the regulations known as Workforce Reform, changes should have been made in schools to relieve teachers from various tasks and to improve their work/life balance. To help the teacher unions in Bradford to get a clearer idea of the extent of the implementation of these reforms, it would be helpful if you could find time to complete an on-line survey. Please go to 

www.eastriding.gov.uk/corp-survey/snapform/sch/bradfordwfd.htm 
The Young Teachers’ Conference will be held on June 5th -7th at Stoke Rochford. We already have one member attending. If anyone else would like to go, please ring the office.
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My 7 year old daughter is currently not sleeping at night through worry of “failing” her SATs!  It’s appalling for children this age to be worried about failing.
Children should be playing and having fun not worrying about SATs at five.

I agree that SATs shouldn’t be used in primary schools as our kids have enough pressures without having to worry about exams/grades at such a young age.  

I don’t agree with SATs being taught so young in primary schools.  As this is a far too young age, and having to deal with stress and frustration instead of having them later in secondary school.

My son works and gets stressed – Bunks off school to avoid pressure.  Let children develop in their own time – this will help them to gain confidence – which is very important for adulthood.  
They put too much pressure on me and I was revising everyday and I was under pressure.  Year 8

Children should be children.  They will have enough pressure when they get older.

Puts lots of pressure on kids at too early an age.  Parent of 4/5 child

The SATs have put me off of English, Maths and Science at school because of what we learn I know we need them but it’s a load of rubbish.  Pupil in Year 8

There must be a better way if indeed any tests are required.

The SATs are enough to put children off learning.

They are too young and they don’t do a wide range of subjects.  Parent

They encourage schools to teach pupils to pass SATs not to teach pupils properly.  Parent of 2 children who have been through the SATs.

This is unnecessary pressure on children!!

SAT’s are fairly pointless.  They are stressful and horrible, SAT’s are just another way to monitor behaviour which can be done without all the stress.

We are not happy about SATs.   We don’t like all extra work children have to do.  A parent 

I am not happy about children taking SATs.  I don’t think they accurately rank where the child’s at.  Too much pressure put on the child.  I myself had taken them and the results said I am below average.  I have successfully completed a 
degree level, so this shows it is not accurate!

I did my English writing test wrong and I got really upset!  We missed out on loads of stuff to revise for them.  I still haven’t got my English results back.  Year 7 pupil

My son is doing SATs this year aged 10 he is under a lot of pressure at school and it is upsetting him.  

I think SATs should be more enjoyable not be so much pressure.  

Promotes prescriptive learning of a narrow range of subjects, probably putting them off study for life.  

Y6 is like boot camp?  How come Year 7 is a repeat of Year 6?  I’m a school governor and I am thinking of removing my child for SAT’s week.  

Too much pressure for children.  

I believe SATs should be abolished, they give unnecessary stress to children yet the benefits seem minimum.

Who are we measuring.  Kids or schools?  Trust teachers (they are trained after all) to know how the kids are doing and get the best from them.

SATs cause too much stress!

SATs = Emotional and psychological damage in young children.
Primary school children should not be put through the pressure of SATs.  They can still do an end of year assessment to show where they are.  Ban them altogether.  

SAT tests are wrong and there are better teaching methods to ensure continuous teacher assessments of what pupils can achieve.  I believe continuous teacher assessments rather than SAT tests should be used. 
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Next General Meeting of Bradford NUT





Tuesday May 5th at the


International Restaurant, Morley St.


at 5 - 6.30pm


(tea and coffee from 4.30) FREE meal following the meeting. 


See your Union noticeboard for agenda. 


Hope to see you there.





CAMPAIGNING AGAINST SATs


The following are comments collected on 25th April from the public in Bradford city centre
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