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Location and Information





The following notes are taken from the AIS Documents pertaining to London Stansted (EGSS) and more specifically, the document AD 2-EGSS-1-16.





There are two helicopter aiming points available for Stansted.  Foxtrot which can be found near the light aircraft parking at the extreme west side of the airfield; and Golf which is actually part of taxiway Golf near the Fordair hangar.  These aiming points are indicated by a H inside three small chevrons.  See AD 2-EGSS-2-1 and 2-2 for airport charts.





Further notes in AD 2-EGSS-1-16 report that Helicopter Aiming Point Foxtrot is situated in Block 113 adjacent to Stand 518, and can take helicopters of a size up to the S61/EH101 type if you know what these are!  I would imagine that for Vatsim purposes we can assume that all helicopters are of a size able to use these aiming points.  Helicopter Aiming Point Golf is situated in Block 101, and is only used in exceptional circumstances for tactical positioning.





Helicopter Operations





Helicopters operating on the Vatsim network can be handled using the same principles as aircraft for most purposes.  For example, entering the zone VFR will require a similar clearance, although references to the traffic circuit are not required except for traffic information on other VFR flights.  The helicopter should be integrated into the traffic in a similar manner to all other flights.  IFR traffic should be made aware of the helicopter, just as you would report aeroplanes in the circuit to an IFR inbound on the ILS if required.  We can make use of the hovering capability of a helicopter to aid integration into the traffic situation, both with arriving/departing helicopters and flights across the zone, due to the use of extra Visual Reporting Points (VRP’s) within the airport boundary.





These VRP’s are shown on the sketch diagram below, and are the Diamond Hangar and Hangar 4 (both belonging to the FLS Maintenance Company).  These are also marked on the Control Zone Chart AD EGSS-4-1 as a H in a triangle.  I would suggest using these VRP’s if there is any chance that conflict may occur with departing or arriving aircraft.





Helicopter Aiming Point Foxtrot is in use between the hours of 0700 and 2300, Helicopter Aiming Point Golf only used for tactical positioning during daylight with VFR operations due to the close proximity of the runway.  If the RVR is 1500m or less and between 2300 and 0700, the runway should be expected to be used.  This will probably not apply in Vatsim as most helicopters will want to see a bit more than that, and also we tend not to worry about the night-time as people fly the simulator in daylight even when it is night. (I know I do)





�





Approach to Foxtrot is from the west to avoid overflying the runway at low level.  Therefore helicopters arriving from the East should expect to be holding at the Diamond Hangar or being cleared to cross the runway East to West.  The rules state that helicopters should cross the appropriate threshold not below 500 feet before commencing approach from the west.  This will also apply to transitions form the VRP to the west side of the airfield.  I have used not below 800 feet on the QNH as the best approximation of this, to avoid having to use QFE and the attendant problems of resetting your only altimeter while flying hands on.  (In terms of FS Helis which probably only have a primary altimeter).





In all cases report traffic to the helicopter, and to other aircraft on approach.  For example BAW234, caution helicopter crossing the runway east to west.  The arrival must not be cleared to land before the helicopter is to the west of the airfield, therefore make sure there is enough of a gap in arrivals (and departures!) before you get them to cross the runway.





The green arrows above show the direction of approach for the use of the appropriate VRP.  The red arrow shows the direct cross of the threshold above 800’ on QNH.  This assumes 23 is in operation which is usual.  The blue arrows show the transition from VRP to the west side of the airport, again not below 800’ on QNH to the point at which approach is commenced.  I would presume that the pilot should be asked to report the aiming point Foxtrot visual, and then cleared to land, not forgetting the winds (the helicopter pilot will want to know this).  I presume we should get them to report landed on the ground, and then call ready for further taxi to a stand.





Helicopters can hover taxi following normal taxi procedures above the taxiway.  For example AirTaxi001 lift into the hover, taxi via Foxtrot to Stand 514.  Some helicopters may be able to ground taxi too.  Whether you should make any distinctions on Vatsim is debatable.  Always warn other traffic in the vicinity of the helicopter and vice versa.








Helicopter instructions





Twr		G-HE, cleared to enter the zone via <VRP>


		not above 1500ft on the Stansted QNH <xx>


		Squawk <xx>





Twr		G-HE, turn to heading <xx>, report field in sight





Twr		G-HE, route to Diamond Hangar, south of runway


			hold at hangar not below 800ft on the QNH<xx>





Twr		G-HE, cleared to cross the active from East to West


			report aiming point Foxtrot in sight





(Northern approach: route to Hangar 4, report aiming point Foxtrot in sight)





Twr		G-HE cleared to land at Foxtrot, winds xxx@xx





Twr		G-HE, (taxi instructions)


