Recommended as an additional resource to Chris Norman’s ‘VFR Guide for Controllers’.


Additional VFR notes for Tower mainly – simple and easy!
Tower RT is in blue. Aircraft RT is in red.

Leaving Zone - Clearance to leave the zone VFR from Stansted. (Given anytime on the ground, even as late as when the aircraft reaches the holding point.) You may give the aircraft the QFE instead of the QNH, however as all other aircraft are flying on the local QNH, it makes sense for separation purposes to use that too. If you with to handle VFR aircraft effectively, it is vital to know your VRPs: 
 

G-ABCD After departure, left turn out to leave the zone via Great Dunmow, not above 1500ft, QNH1014, Squawk 0201. (All clearances should include the full callsign of the aircraft).
After departure, left turn out to leave the zone via Great Dunmow, not above 1500ft, QNH1014, Squawk 0201 G-ABCD.


 
If you know of any traffic that may affect the aircraft’s departure, then it’s helpful to let the aircraft know. Information could include other aircraft inbound that you know of, other departures or anything as trivia as known gliding taking place at a certain field!

After departure, aircraft are passed to Stansted Director (if online, if not then Essex) for a FIS/RIS. Co-ordinate this with the next controller if you can. Pass all the details to them prior to hand-off so that the aircraft can go to them ‘callsign-only’. If this is not possible then the aircraft will be asked to give full details to Director after the hand-off. Appropriate information to give from Tower to Director might include the aircraft’s height, route and type. If there happens to be no other ATC online, then give the following when the aircraft reports leaving the zone:
G-AB Is leaving the zone to the east.
G-AB Roger, Chatham regional QNH 1014MB, squawk 7000.
Chatham regional QNH 1014MB, squawking 7000 G-AB.
Joining the Zone and info to VFR on other VFR in circuit - Essex Radar/Stansted Director will give aircraft clearance to enter the zone and ask for joining instructions from you to give to the aircraft before it comes to you. On initial contact the aircraft should state height, position/route and type at least. It is then up to you to give them an appropriate position to join the circuit or orbit them as necessary. NB Extending aircraft further than 4 miles downwind would require co-ordination with Director.
 

Tower, G-ABCD, Cessna Caravan, VFR, 1500ft from the south with field visual.

G-ABCD Join (left/right downwind/base) runway 23, QFE 1013. Circuit is active left hand with a Cessna late downwind and a Kingair left base, etc, number 3, report final. (Notice final not finals).
Join left downwind, number 3 to the Cessna and Kingair; have visual with both, report final G-AB.
 

So very simply you've just confirmed to him that he can join downwind, and told him of other aircraft in the circuit, and their position.
 

Other traffic information - Slightly harder - when there is traffic inbound when you have a VFR already in, or joining the circuit: STATE WHERE and WHAT, along with recommended SEPARATION.
 

To VFR on IFR

G-AB Number 2, follow the B767 5 mile final, caution vortex wake, recommended spacing is 8 miles orbit right at end of the downwind leg as necessary, report ready for base.
Roger, following the B767, orbit right at end of downwind and report ready for base, wilco G-AB.
To IFR on VFR
BAW321 Currently 2 VFR aircraft in the visual circuit, Cessna 150 crosswind and a Piper Archer late downwind, they will both be orbiting shortly.
Roger, copy traffic and visual on both aircraft BAW321. 
*Information should be passed to IFR on VFR, VFR on IFR and VFR on VFR at ALL times when it is a factor only*.
Orbiting and extending downwind leg - If it isn't safe to turn base, orbit or extend downwind until advised with a reason why. 
G-AB Orbit left about present position until advised, the Air 2000 757 is short final.

Roger, orbiting left hand, and have visual on the 757 on final G-AB.
G-AB Extend downwind until advised, departing British Airways Jetstream now rolling.
Extending downwind G-AB.
When it’s clear...
G-AB Turn base now at your discretion, report final.
Cleared for base, wilco G-AB. 
….remember to let them turn base and tell them to report finals, if they’re extending downwind, don’t forget about them and then loose them 100 miles down the road!
Phrases you may find useful:
Low Approach and Go Around
G-AB Final for a low approach and go around 23

G-AB Cleared for the low approach and go around, runway 23, wind 250 degrees, 10 knots, report downwind.
Touch and Go
G-AB Final 23, touch and go.
G-AB Runway 23, cleared touch and go, surface winds 250 degrees, 10 knots, report downwind.
Tower calls the Go Around

G-AB Go around, I say again go around, acknowledge.
Going around G-AB.
G-AB Report downwind.
G-AB Wilco.
Aircraft reports going around
G-AB Going around.
G-AB Roger, report downwind.
It is necessary to remember at all times that IFR is higher priority over VFR traffic, sending an IFR aircraft around because a VFR aircraft is in the way isn’t good as the airline would have to pay a lot of money for this mistake. However if a VFR aircraft calls an emergency, treat it as you would for a normal IFR emergency. I.e. Get them down ASAP. 

As a tower controller you control runways and the local circuit. Thus if your circuit becomes full you can refuse traffic. However, do this at your own discretion. Busy airfields sometimes have up to 6 aircraft in the circuit at once and manage; Stansted might only manage a maximum of 4 if busy. Liaise with the approach facility and suggest holding the aircraft if necessary. 

Chris Yates – revised 1st October 2003.
